	Week
	In school we will …
	At home why not ….

	25/2

	Be finding thinking about weather and the different weather that we get in each season.  We will be looking at pictures of rural villages in Kenya and describing them.  We will be following instructions to make a pin wheel and drawing some spring flowers.  We will also be looking at maps and aerial photographs of Stokesley.
	· See if you can spot any signs of spring on your walk to and from school.
· Talk about your favourite weather, you could draw a picture and write about it and bring it in to school.

	4/3

	Continuing our work on seasons finding out more about spring and making a weather vane and rain gauge.  We will be drawing our own maps and practising giving instructions linked to position and direction.  We have been invited to go to the library on World Book Day for story time…
Thursday 7th at 1:45pm – 2:45pm? ARE YOU FREE to help? Let us know your help will be very much appreciated.
	· Practise giving instructions to get to different places in your house using words like forwards, backwards, turn left and right.

	11/3

	We will be using the weather station that we have made to record the weather.  We will begin to investigate how we can make a rain maker and what will sound most like rain.  We will also be going on our Geography local walk and learning to follow a simple map, we need as many parents to come as possible (Map reading is tricky!!!! SO the children will need some help) Please let us know asap if you can come it will be Tuesday 12th March at 1:15pm – 3:00pm.
	· Have a look at google maps and try and find your house.
· Learn your address.


	18/3

	We will be continuing with our weather studies.  We will be using what we have found out about sound to help us design and make out rain makers.  Your child will need a cardboard tube (Inside of wrapping paper/ kitchen towel or pringles tin) please try and save one and bring it in, thank you.  We will be finding out more about daily life in a Kenyan village and how it is the same and different from our own.
	· Can you make your own African mud hut … we would love to see it if you decide to give it a try.

	25/3

	Bringing all that we have learnt together over last two half terms. We will host a short ‘Amazing Africa’ celebration event this week sharing all that we have learnt.  More details will follow nearer the time but it will most likely be on Wednesday 27th at around 2:30pm so try to keep the date free! Apologies about last half term it seemed to make sense to do both terms together as our African theme continues.
	· Ask your child to tell you 3 things that they have learnt about Kenya.

	1/4

	Springfield Press opens! The whole school are joining together to open a new publishing house.  We will be writing poems and working together to create our own Anthology of Poems .
	· Why not borrow a poem book from the library and read some poems together.

	Term ends on Thursday 4th  of April and we return to school on Tuesday 23rd April.

	Expected Year One homework is that you should read with or to your child for a short period each day.  Daily home reading is rewarded with stickers in school.  If your child is too tired to read to you take the opportunity to read a story to them, this also helps lots.

Spelling homework: This half term I will begin to send home some weekly spellings with some of the children who are ready to widen their spelling strategies. At this stage this is also optional, to be done as and when your child is keen to try and you have the time to support them.  Practising little and often in different fun ways makes a big difference so please try and fit in a few minutes at least twice a week.   These spellings will support their written work there will NOT be a regular weekly spelling test.


Attached is another copy of the topic pre-learning sheet and the overview of what we will we learning in school each week.  If you have any questions please come and have a chat.  
The Home learning Challenges on these sheets are optional and are suggested ways that you can get involved and support your child’s school learning at home.  It would be brilliant to see what your child has been doing at home.  Please try and have a go at at least 1 of the home learning challenges.  Working together and making links between home and school really supports the children to do well in school.
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